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Thie 49 the fivst issue of what I hope will be a reguler - if ro%
quarterly - publication tarough OMPA, Although I've boen hanging around
(IPA for over two years, I haven't found the time necsessgary to contribtbe
as much as I would Likes. Teo cftem, by tae time I had rsad the maillng,
and wes ready to write gomething, I fouvnd it was too close o ths
noxt deadline for the slocoow eea-~mail o suffice - so I resolved "Nex:
time" -~ and went through the sems thing ageileg.. Of course, the fact
that tho FAPA mailings avrived about a month earliier dida’t helpy I was
usually tryimg to get something in for that, when I ghould heve neen
doing something for QiMPA. Howavwer, now that I am no longer the hard-
working [!] secrotary-irsasurer of ths elder orgenization, I feel I wiil
have some time to sit in on the OMPA discussions -~ 1. feel I have been missin:
out in the past.

. For the bemefit of +ho scme 25-310 non-FAPAns oa’ tho roster, it micht
not be cut of place te identify the person responsible [?] for this . -
purple effusion. All of the material in tkis publication, at present, &t
lsast, will be by one Bill Evens; except for’ any art-work; at present I.
bave some from Joan Young and hope to get morey afder all, ditto does
offer a chance for colour work, -

But io return to the person responsible for the masses of solid type
‘Ehat' will nake up most of this publication, I've been around farndom, -the
tublishing type, foxr about 19 yeerss broke in via dzmon knight and Snide.
Yent gafia (or fafia) while working for my doctorate, but come back in - at
least into FAPA and lecal famning ~ about 1950, Starited to get rather
active in FAPA about 1956 and have kept on since then. UYever & lettor-hscks
I hate to write letiers. A collector and indsxzer, althcugh I've gort of
lot it slide recently - too muech like work. Never a convention goers menaged
to mise all since 1941. It was hard, too. I was in Poriiand vhen the Pailcon
was on -~ and back on the east coast whozn Poriland had it [but I was back
“home (Salem, Orégon) the July bofore the Poriland onsel. Was in Id the waek
before the con ~ the first cnme ~ and in Durango, Colorado on Icbor day.

In non-fannish matters I sgpond most of my time at the National Bursau
of Standards (in the swall suburb of ¥t Rainier called Washingtom, D.C.)
working as a chemist — or physicist, A chemist in the Shemiker sense, not
the medical sonse. OFf courme, the only time I’ve used a beaker or test tube
in “the last dozen years im when I went 40 heat some soup for lunch and use
a bepker for a ketiles..o I'm actually a paper and penoil chemisty my job,
as it has evolved; is directing and doing a lot of the actual work, toco, on
a project on the compilation of all-of tho awvailable chemical thermodynznic
and thermochomical data for all the chemical compounds, correlating it iato a
self-consistent whole, mnd seeing that it gets publiched. Ten years ego,
we did such a compilations it wes a 9x12% volume, sbout 5" %thick. The new
wolume, whiokz should be issued in a2 couple of years, will bs abouvt S5
largers It will have abeut 25000 individuval rTefexencss t¢ journal articles
which wo have used -~ or ai least considered - im the worl, dating back to
lavoisier (sp?) in 1785 or sos; the lagt volume had about 15000. Tha worl
is interesting, and varied, involving reading the original papers in es meny
different langueges 28 we can — German (of course), French, Dutch, Hussian,
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Polish, Iteiian, Spenish, Forsk, Danish, Japanese (this is the roally bed
onz - the rest cen be done with dictionaries), Brasilian, Swedish,. Czeck.
Hungarian, Romaniap, end ZBsperentc and Interlinguia. So far. welve boer
sppred Arabic and Hebrew and Groek, dbut have asd Ukrenian - which is nasty
when your Russian isnit too gocd. 4nd of courge, Engligh andi mathematics.
This is the type of papsr in whick all the non-natasmatizal coetions
consist of the bris? abatract, the authors’ names, and the woids, in one
language or another, " from this wve obtain, by 2 aiupls transiormaticne..”,
"it is cbvicus that...',” expanding and eliminating torm3 involving seconds
order correctiond..." and similar stock phrascs. Theae papers ure usually
the worst ores.

Mis fun, thoo

But enough of such quibbling. The serious (?; matters at havd are
a review/discussion of the 22 Ompe mailing. Following the format uced in
folephaiz, I'm considering the megs as listed in OCif~Trailp,. in %zat oxrdew,
except that the official orgen is considered first. Fhusiness before plaasure |
Off-trails [the braas . Bub will the Keeper of the Printed Books be &vopped
3if he doesn't remew his subscription in June?e==Amendments 2-4 seem ok,but
Ho 1 is full of jokers. irst, on reading it severcl times, I find T get
a different meaning cach times the syntax is so inveived that L am nod
sure just what goes with what, Second, 2nd cver moru sericus, thizs makes
no prevision for action by anyone specific. Who decides that a membership
shall be withdrawn "immediatsly” so that the Presidert and other officers
can decido - atsome indefinite dime in the future [ if they decide 4o do it
at all] -~ %o submlit the question to tie membership, TLoes this mean thet
there will be & vacancy for @ new memboer, who will be expelled (?) when/if
the expelled ome is reinstated? 4nd who decides thy stalemonts ave "of a2
defematory or libellous nature or mslicicus misreprosentation of character®
and zets someone to act upcn this? With whom would complaints be lodged?
And would action be taken upon mer.ly a complaint - suspension/expulsiong
that is - or would there he a determination by this mysterious somoone that
such material is "of a defamatory....character.”? I hnpe this is defeated;
I fear that if enough poople don’t voie, it might snoak in. Although; im
view of section 9 of the constitution. it would gsem at lea st 23 members
would have to votoej & non-vote cannot be tsken as approval, I would feel,

And, I'm feeling rather atrongly about this non~voting is a vote fer
procedurcs it is a way of getting out the vote, but it also gives the
lazy, non-voter a deciding voice in the actions of tie Assoc, raithexr than
the active cnes, who might be almost solidly against the aciion.

Py " £ L'Abandon
[Caughran]. [*he order of listing in Off- raiis reminds me of the race %o
be first in Swisher's Check List (the one Bob Pavla® is updating); Swisher
finally settled the matier by publishing a, HNo one could- top this, |

Trve,
midterms come at the most unhandy timess usually just when you haven't dome
any studying for half a tem.===0ns of the real sneaky tricks about this
income tax deduction that is standerd throughout ths 50 atates is that it
roally doesn't cover your tak, if you maekse more than the minimm wage. ‘he
unintelligent framers of the scheme ][ thers are dumbd government workers as
well as tho-kind we have ] have applied the same rate to all of the wages, no
matter how high; however, tho rates keep sneaking uvd. % first, thia was
1o hardship to the ordinary worker, 2s he was in tho lowest bracket; today,
he's apt to have to dig up 25 or 30 dollars come April 15, when he had
thought he had enough, I know. I got caught onca. Now I have extra withheld,
and come out on the credit% eide for & change. It holps - it covers the
last installment on the state tax. OFf course, the ¥ivil Service worker doesn't

get Social Sscurity.



I'd better amend that last statement. The

ivil Service emploges is covered by Soecial

Security for the first three ysars; efter this
he iz considered "permanert! and goes under

the regular federal retirement. Howsver, if
you later quit,; you get mno SS oredit for tha

tims on Civil Service.

If you went to hear

popular misusage of the "English" language
you should try a large easterm city ~ USA.

I mean. Bspecially in the middle Atlaniic

rogion. It makes the middle-westorn farmer

seenm like a preocise, pedantic professor.

Of courss, precise speech is required if you
went to convey an @xzact meaning; the tirouble
with the “mericen language is that many of the commoa words have
boen given so many different meanings, somo logical extensions of provious,
accepted usage, and others illogiczl extenilions or associations or just mis-
useges becoming recognized. 4nd of course, the lowor class speaker is
frequently either uneble or to lagy to vary his languages it is much simpler
0 use the four-letter Anglosaxon monosyllables as adjectives or adverbs in
any situation, rahter than take the trouble to sslect a relavant word.

I have

a feeling that the "frescway" wae used first for extra~fins non-toll roeds in
the east between urban osnters, or out fram urban centers, and was later
vaken over by LA for ita network of mile-long traffic jams.

May I please risc
and point out that there is a differcnce beiweon teaching in primary or
secondary schools and in colleges -~ at lsaat in the states. Heving domne
some of the latter, and being %totally ungualified for the former, I fasl
somewhat strongly on the subject. Nor college all you need is a kmowledge
of the subjects; if you are a geod tesacher, so much the better, but you must
first of all know what you are teaching. In elemsntaery and sscondary schools,
the first criterioen is that you have a dmgree in educationy if you happen te
know something about te subjects you teach, that is all wsll and good, but
it reelly ian't nocessary. I can remcmber being taught math by tho art teacher,
history by the speech instructor, music by the physical educetion teacher.

And the emaller the high school, tho worse this gets., IX've known of chemistry
bein; ®wught by teachers who had never bad zuy chemistry, ovem high school - the
only science they lad had vas a course im physieal science - with no labs.
Needless to say,; this malkes for excellent teaching of unintelligent ideas on
completlely unundszstood subjects. -

Azchive [Mexcer]. You really should have
broken the mews about No 14 a little more gently; after all these years it ic
such a shockeo... === lMoorcock wes intersstings one gets 2 different impression
of publishing from the pictures and fiction. === I beliove if you would dig
out Jack Williamson’s old story, the "lagion of Time™ you would find your novel
"Tho World “oes Round a Pebbls™ written out in great details as I recmembor, ithe
key point where the time streams split was vhere the hero -~ or rather the
koy characier ~ has to chooss between picking up one stons or znother. Ono
is magnetic, sets him to thibking, he beoomo a scientist, and discovers anti-
grevity or such. OF course; this treatment was of the mingling of two paraliel
universes, rathor than the depiction of one or the other,

Touive got me
interested with your comment on Agatha Christie villain's give-a-ways. I've
read most of them, end can spot the guiliy one most of the time, but I can’t
vecall why. I dc know that I am suspiciousz of anyone apparently oztraneous
introducad early in the boalk,
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' Speaking of tales of detection - aud you wdze the one who breought them

up - have any of you been reading the series of Victorian, Cgorgian, Regency,
etc, mystieries Joan =[ickﬂcm Carr has been wriling. He has been using the

sams plot element. only ¥arying tho period. Prosent~day personase ~ ox two

of opposite sszes ~ 2rc somebow transmitted into tge mind of a elaiion ox
gomeone of similor hobide and such, in tho papi. They Imow history and

such, but don?t know the details of iife of the particular psrson they are.

3o far, I can remember "The Devil in Velvol" and two others with titles that
e8saPpe Mmoo A3 intercating. And JDC has piclked his pewiods with care, So that
he con instill a2 copisus quantity of Iustiness ond wenching and such. “Fven
his ictorian peried is vathor early Vietovion. [And "%he Gixl with +the
SwanSdown Seat" by ? rveelly indicates that this part of $he victorian era wes
ot very "Victorian®].[A very interestin, book - a pocketbook in this countrys, |

Try adding Graves!"Horeules, My “hipmate” to your ancisnt interesting
vhistory" section. Fascinating.

Bluni [Sendexrson] Over here, he said from
his lofty height, even owr little cars arc big,; in self-defensg, If you've
sver wondered 3f the driver of the 20 ton semi rig is golng to seco you in
your little car, you will appreciate vhy T bought a small-medium Rambisr,
rather than the smallor imports. And the drivers of the meil trucks axe
holy horrors. And the cabs may not be as wild as the Paris ones, but they
are cortainly unpredictibise,

Dupe [Ashworth]e On checking I find that_in
‘Russian chess isflovma7fy | shakhmety] and the queen is gepsb{fyersz'].

Your nmention of : " Bhekespeare being a 'Gsad duck" peirinds

mo of my complaint ogainst the way he is taught in owr schools, It toolt me
better than 15 ycoars and 0livieris lionzy V $0 mzio me iike him afior being

lcd through Hacboeth and Hemlot and idsummer®s Night's Drcoam and llsrchant of
" Yeonice. ,he atodgy dissection ond dveary looling for ipner meenings and
secking the emotional dovelopment and stuffy Lo say nothing of the uniniercsied
pupils stumbli g throu h his lines, mede it impossible for me to approciate
his wonderful passages ant -« in many of thc lighier plays = koen sense of
stage tining. So now I'm gradually reodiscoverin bhim on my owng it's a wondezful
and timeconswaing thing,

' vlay back befoxroc the VlarIl, we had a group of Toolsis

Yoy nmodels of some of thc more exotic--looking Buck Rogors spaceshipsy none
flying, of course, and only about 3" long. fThey were ecuipped with wheelw
hiongors and could be made to slide along on a taut slring. I1°%¢ certainly
1ike to dig up moroc of themo ‘ '
- As at least half of the ifmerican group in OIPA
will procede to inform you at length on the american “Yicepic®® I will meroly
say that it is a stecl ncedlse = abou. a foot long, and probabliy 3/32" diaemeter,
with a sharpemed point = in & wocden handle, which is used to breck up ioe
cakes ~ tho large 300 ib commercial ones which were the forxm prcduced for
delivery and commorcial usc. ‘he delivery man would use the pick to perforaic
a series of small cratexs along the line he wished to break the cake. and
in a sh.rt time it would break as desired. ith practiva, he could get it to
broak straisht and as dosired. Smaller picks were used by houscholders %0
obtain ice for drinks, oic, from the 50 1b cake in the'icabox. All in the
daya before refrigerators In aone usc. Now uscd chdefily in icing refrigorator
railroad cars [xeefers] and in sone comorcial installetions, such as bars.
Being reasona sharp and touchy and long onoush $0 reach a vital spot, they
were an idoal weapon. In additiong they made a amall holo, ad left iittle
blood on sur:oundings.

Hove you iried Wheatley®s spy stories? He had a whole
series about the start of \WIL that I read the first thrce of « and gave up in |
digguste I much _rofer Lamning Coles -whose firot two, and especially the
second, "Pray Silence" [A Toast to Temorrow], I con.idor amonsg the Very best
in tho fielde
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I% is a good thing that CUPA conta:ns no Noxd imgricanos from south ef tkhe
Rio Grande, or you would be in hot water; Central Americen, indeod/ .
| Ezg
[Jeeves] Cover wgry nice -~ Some of the most offective color work I have seen
in a long time. ed Vhite could take lessons from thim., It has character,
ralher than being*"cute.”
The current furor in America over education = or
lack thereof -~ has raised & lot of noise, but the "progressive? eduecatora
gtill stand their ground. From my limited ezperierce with the students coming
into college after having completed - satisfactorély, it is assumed - four
years of high school, plus tdking with verious teachezs, I've reached some
oonclusions. PFirst, in high school teachersy; too much time is spent in their
training on education courses - testing mothods, psychclogy, abmnormal paychology,
theory of testing, etc, etc, - and too little on the material theyae t0
Yoech. How can anyone know enough sbout teaching chemistry if all they've
had theomselves is one 3 oredit year course — the same cne given to all adtn~
science studonta? Or teach physics with only a courss in gensral science?
It is small wonder that so many high school students are frightened of sciencos
their scicnce teachers often don't know anything about the subjJect they are

teaching. -

But the basiec fault is deeper, 1 feel. <+t is bazically the fach
that the average high school graduate camnoi recd and understand what he has
read, I can remember often having freshman chemistry students complain that
. thoyn"had read the six page assignmont a dozen %times, had spent three hours
on it, .and still didn't understand it." On questioni.g, it turns out that they
reed so slowly that they have forgottem the firsti part of the sentence as
they read the last, if there are over about 10 words in the sentence. They
£ind reading so hard that they do very litile of it for pleasure; for news
they prefer the radio or TV and weskly picture magazines. I'or pleasuzre,
they read the comiocs - and spend inordinate amounts of time on such simple
reading. In addition to not being able to read more tham 130 wpm, vocallizing
as they do, they cannot do simple mathematics — not algebra oxr geomsiry, but
simple arithmetic., I have had students vwho were unable to divide twe
fractione, or to handle improper fractions with any degree of precision. Vhen
you got a waitress who adds a check involving onlyp items in multiples of
0510 and comes up with an answer onding in 0.05, and who when attention is
called to the incorreet total, readds and changes the gecond figure (whick was
correct) and leaves tho 0.05, you begin to wonder. To wongsr the new cash
registers are being equipped with devioces that figure up not only the totel,
but the change when the amount received is entered. Of courme, the answer to
suck complainte is that "4$he machine will do it, wuy should we.,” "The Marching
Liorons” =re hsre!

Dut what koeps the garters up at 10 g? Hoat of this type Itve
scen fall only teo easily at 1.0lg.===Have you ever triod to eat a parsffin
candle? T assure you there is sbout as much food value as the electric
bulbg. And about the flavor.

Did you over hear of the German chemist/physicist
Victor leyer? He deolded to comrit suicide, so he did it in a scientific,
exporimental menner. He cut his finger and immcrsed it in a beaker of KCN.
Until he collapsed, he carefully recorded his gensations and reactioms. It is
too bad he didn't have & taper, as writing is not nerely = fast or as ecasy as
tallcing.

Griffin [Spsncer] My ghod - not rushed by mailing deadlines in
ampagif! 1'd much vather do a non-gpa zine, which did't have a roal deadline -
or one which could be strotched slightly -~ than something for an apa with a
deadline that you can't stretch -~ if I didn't like the ape atmosphero better.
It's the freo and easy quality that appealsy you don't have te worry aboui
prleasing subscribers and such. You my what you like.



Instant nucleer fizz mix? That I'd like to see -~ although 1 wight not
like the tasie. === Sotes from Undervover was interesting, but this brought
to the fore my chief oriticism of all the writing in this issue - & certain
hard, brittle feel., laybe I'm behind the times and like the leisurely prose
of the 40s; but such advanced writing repels me, most of the time, Tco often
I feel it is done for ths sake of the writing, wnot for the sake of the con-
tent. And, afier all; writing is a means of communicationg if the medium gets
in the way of the communicaticn, it isn't a success. ==» Uhat happened %o
the 1ittle fan between FOUR and TWO? Or is working for Grue that bad?

iIn spite

of my remarks re writing, I still liked Gziffins I'm looking forward to seeing

more,
An Inspirinc lessege for a Hew Decade [Spencer]. Shouldn't we hold this

for a year? %t I'm afraid it is all too trus.

Grist [Mills]. You can add
banks and credit cards to institutions which ars becoming used to numbers for
nanes. It has reached the point with the banks in this aree where you can
not deposit or write a check with just your sigrature ~ even if it is the most
legible in the world. You must use your numbsr. Recently I witnessed the
trouble a wrman hed when irying to deposit money without lknowing her number;
the bank could not, appavently, locate her acecount withcout the number —
and seemsd to have no oross-refercnce file. === Ian't another fault of the
essay~-type question -~ in the eyes of the EF and most other testing groups -
the fact that it requires intelligent correctors wo ¢btain a satisfactory
rosult, The machine can't read the answers and intsrpret themi hor ¢an a
vfec or such be given the numbers of the corrget ;nswors (or a mask with
the right answers marked out) and score the papers by rote. I know that in
years past, when %eaching =~ or helping to teach - large classes in {reshman
chemistry, the easiest parbk of an exam <o grade% the trus-false and
multiple~choice groups - these we gave to senioms who eould do most of the
work, once the corr ect answera were supplied. The problems - which wore
the equivalent of the essay questions -~ had to be graded by the professors
and instructors, with each taking only one or %wo questions and doing all
of them to handle them uniformally. It required experience to know whether
the gtudent got the right answer from the next paper or from the numbexrs shownsg
whether he hed the wrong answer bescause he aorely added two and two and got
five, or because he didn't kmow what he was doing. Thess took time. One
genior, with 20 T-F questions, would finich before one prof, with 2 problems.
My fesling is that it is not o0 much the testes will not read the quesiion, buvt
that there is mo one arxound to grade the answor., 3Jut, of course, thers ars
always those who will not read any question correctly. === In section 2, your
sample question has at least two correct answere -~ judging from the actual
vractico as I've experienced it. I'm cortcin that such things ag "Projeci
Zip™ and ARPA csbtainly don't help unconfuse people working on it. === IBM
isn't going to like you for forgetting such things as their electronic data
processing machines, like the 704, 707, 7070, 650, etc. After all, these
thinge do more than sort out cards for yous they do ealculations in seconds
that take days to do by hand of by desk calculators. Ja".1::—.1.::19163 We calculate
thermodynanic fumcilons for gaseous molecules with ome, two, up to a2bout 10 atoms
per molecule. These calculations for a simple case, a diatomic molecule,
for a range of 40 different temperatures and five numbers per temperature, take
about 3 eight-~hour daye for an experienced hand-machine calculator, who has dens
this type of calculation before. On the 704, which is =z little slow, now,
it takes about 3 minutesy of this, about 10 seconds is read-in time, 2 min,

30 sec printout time, the rest calculating time. And t.is is for about 110
temporatures. Of course, it = may take three months to get a progranm
running right, if you don't work on it steadily, as I don't, but when it is in
shape, it really goes.
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If you don’t want to bwy spirit duplieator fliuid for cleaning siuff,
get some methylsted spirits ~ wood alcohol, or meihyl alcohcl ~ which is
probably cheapar, and just =s poisoncus. Not quite as bad as CC1L 4, thoughy
the latter 1s real nasty stuff, if you have been drinking at all’'«~ oven a
single beor. === Ono of the siandzrd instructions for motorists touring on
the continent is to cawxry several rolls of toilet tissues it mcems to be very
aszsential in all but the biggest toms. === _bhose birds that bob up and dowm
geem %0 pup up [no pun inte_nded],.evem few ydars; I cen remembar tham back
befors the war, Seems-to me ithe explanation I heard once was that they con-
$ain a volatile liguid under low pressure; when the bird is normal, it is
balanced to have head up, with the liquid in the tail. When the bill gete
wot,; it cools off as the water evaporates — water takes away a lot of heat -
and the liquid distills to the head, ecausing it 4o he heavy, and down it gcoes
for another drink. .- As goon aas the head warme ur to room temperaturs, the
liquid/gas equalizes, and vp goes the head, %o start caling off...e I won't.
wvouch for this, but it scems reoascnahle. 4nd 1t bas to k3 some such d.evice,
one utilizing the veporizetion of the water and its . /= - cooling offect, -

Harsolo [Hayes]. I'd hate to have o pull that Suotd’ the way its

slungy and 1'm sure it would get in the way overy time you tried to take &
8tepo === I liked the comments - but had no commentis on the comments. * The
Hamlin story was not bad, but the plot has appeq?ced a couple of times in the
past in pro fiction - I remember at leaat one in Unknomm, === But, as I said
back 2 ways, en apa is where you c¢an write what pleases youj it doesn't have %o
please the rest, unless you fecl that is your geal.

. ParaFiNalia [Burn]. I liked
thisg I eospecially liked the Wandering Ghu. Bu‘t what can you say about 1it?
=w= Berry's den not up to Berryj after seeing him, I can’ picture his dem
in such a fashion. Mine, yet, but not his, === Wilson's ...Goshwow and all thai
brings back memories. I still have fond memories of Doc Savage'’s super- '
duper 1little bombs, size of marbles. Until I got along, and started celoulating
heoats of reaction and suchs..o And then thsre wore those fantast ie tanks
the WWI Germane were alwoys coming up in Daredevil Aces and such, big enough
for a pla.ne to land om. ‘“Wwite impressive, until you start wondering about
bearings and friction and poveTs...===The Magic Stylus could develop into &
fan epioc; I’11 be waiting for the next section. === And dig that fine, fanish
facs, -’

Phe otype [Eney]. Yiok, I have a feeling that somewhers your slipstick
slipps cimal on that- S0, mention. Lok see, the density of 100% oloum
is about 3--3 5, I beliove (! o memozry) - and thet should be especific gravity,
of course. A 1iter would woigh about 7 lba, and a gallon then about 25-30 lbs
(US gal, of course; Imperial gal weighs maybe 35 1bs). Now the molecular wt
of H,S0, is 985 that of Ka, Co, is 106, and they react in a 121 ratio (or
at wc:ra%, 2 112 ratio. IHefice; 25 Ip of acid would take about 28 1b of carbonate
to neutralize ity even at the 281 ratio, it would still be only about 55 1bs.
Hot 500 1bs. But you would get a let of CO, of from that mess. But adding
N8280 d At least you should have gotten rid of moest of the bugs, eioc.

Pooka
[Fordls I assume, Don, now that you're TAFF io Bngland you'll pe‘rsonally in-
veatigate this question of gizes such as 38C; only an impartial observer who
will do a statistically valid survey can obtain the correct answer to such
vexing questions.
Satan's Child [Ratigan]. Cultivating science-fiction was
a wonderful tale-off; I oon even get a flavor of the original - not too much
of a flavor, though., === I don't feel that I can go along with you on the
amendment, for the reasons siated above — way above. I can agree with you that
there is too much argument for the sake of name-calling, but I don't feel this
is the best way of handling it = and certainly not with so loosely-worded &
clause. In gemeral, if you don't answer, the name~ca#llors die away. And OLIPA,
at leeat, doesn't have ons GIiC in 1tu Be thankful for small favors.
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If you are interested in odd scunds being introducad in seTrious musgic
you might look into Richard Strauss‘® "Domestic Symphony" whi¢h uses such
domestic instruments. And then there is the music for “prepared" piano,
by Hoveness (I believe it is he) in which nute and bolts and other odd things
are ticd carefully to the stringe of the pianc, producing very unusual sounds.
And don't forget the old jug, kazco and washboard bands ~ surely not the usual
musical instruments.

Scottiahe [lindsay]o Iust be lots of fun hanging on to
that rocket while it's going on a nice turn. And this reminds me of the story
of the young lady who was touring an “%perican obervatory - Califorria, I
believe - with a group of other sweet-young things. After looking through
tho telescope at lMars or scme such - probably the big nebula in Andromedea [sp]
-~ she produced a mmall camera and wanted to take its picture, using Kodachrome,
On being t0ld that the film wasn't famt enough, and that there wasn't enough
light, she brightened and said, "But I've got a flash attachment.”

I've just
finished roreading Scottishe and I can't find anything to get my dander up,
or renind me of something or such. But I like it; I like all of it. It sort
of reninds me of Dan McPhail in FAPA - I never can find anything to say to ox
about him, yet I wouldn't want to have Fantasy Press out of FAPA.

Season’s
Greetings [Ford]. O for the days when almost any ome of ahlf a dozen magé—
would have Bok interiors and at leust one would have a Bok cover. This is so
typically Bok, too.

5 Steam [Bulmer]. I've been noticing ads in various knglish
~ “ritish, I mean - papers and (I think) mags for “ulmer's 4pple Juice or some
suth stuff. Is this what the BAVC uses its excess steam to produce? Of course,
the solitary fan can't do much about the rscommended method of producing fansg
it is necessary to do some plain, old-fashioned reocruiting first.

Wild

Pubbles [Young]. Andy's account of the AAS meetin_ is interesting, especially
as I heard Herr Doktor Professor Arp give a talk out in LA a coupyle of months
later in which he explained -~ without mathematics and the usual technieal
details of identifying tho lines and nebulae and such that were used - just why
the universe must be so old. It ssems that this longer age makes it much
easier to fit in other atellar problems, which the 10 billion [JAmerican billioms,
1000 million] years just wasn't long enough to handle. llost interesting, end
he managed to keep a bunch of rocket technicians awake after 2 heavy dinner and
a full day of meetings.=== Of course the collectors and writers and xvaders are
worried about the "death of science fiction.® DBut who in fandom takes any note
of that "eragy Buck Rogers stuff.”? And, of course, the vast majority of the
stuff published nowdays is poory I wish it were SatEvePost sif -~ if of the 20s,
when things like Doyle'®s "The llaxracot Deep" appeared there.

Fanmark Sreeting fards
[Caughran, Trimble, & Bjo]. TYou forgot the envelopess otherwise, I'm sure a
couple would have been in the mails by now. Anyway, I liked them.

. JD-Argassy
[Hickman] Another of those items I enjoy and welcome, but find little to add
or take issue with., iadle's TAFF report _oes on and on - almost as if

iiogkowitz had beenvriting it —but most interesting. Harmon dragged somewhat —
some of the humour seemed forced. But the book reviews wers good. As you may
cueesy; I like this; reading it is relaxing, and good for the blood pressure and
ulcer,

But I seem to have reached the bottom of the stack and the page. Til
next time,
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